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ST ANDREW’S HOSTEL, KATANNING — BLAXELL REPORT — VICTIM PAYMENTS 

694. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Premier: 

I refer to the victims of Dennis McKenna present in the public gallery today. 

(1) Is the payment of $45 000 that the government offered to victims in addition to money that they are 
eligible to claim through Redress WA? 

(2) Given the findings of the Blaxell inquiry, will the Premier consider lifting the amount of compensation? 

(3) Is the $45 000 a flat amount that all victims are entitled to, or will there be varying amounts awarded? 
(4) Will the evidence that the victims have already presented to the Blaxell inquiry be enough, or will they 

be required to go through another traumatic experience of presenting evidence in order to receive the 
payment? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(4) I thank the member for Albany for that question, and I acknowledge the work he has done on behalf of 

victims living in Albany today. When details of the abuse of then young students at St Andrew’s Hostel 
in Katanning became widely known, this government acted quickly to set up an inquiry under the 
control of Justice Peter Blaxell with, according to the terms of reference, a strict reporting date. Judge 
Blaxell’s report was duly received; he made five recommendations and the government accepted all of 
those recommendations and is acting upon them. In addition—this is not recommended by Peter 
Blaxell—the government decided there would be an ex gratia payment system set up for compensation, 
if you like, but basically ex gratia, and that payments of up to $45 000 would be made. I repeat, in no 
way is that considered to be compensation for the abuse that these victims, mainly men, suffered as 
students. No-one can make up for the abuse and loss of innocence of people who were then young 
adults and children. In specific answer to the questions, the $45 000 is not in addition to Redress. Some 
of those victims at St Andrew’s have, I understand, received compensation or payment under the 
Redress scheme, so this is not a doubling; it is not — 

Mr M. McGowan: So they’re just getting what they’re entitled to. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is not in addition; that is what I am saying. If I can say, Mr Speaker—I am trying to 
answer the question—some had applied and received payments under Redress; others had not applied. They may 
apply now that a specific compensation scheme has been set up, or ex gratia scheme, with respect to 
St Andrew’s. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition is not having a good week, and it has got away to a bad start 
again. 

With respect to lifting the limit, no. The state government has set the limit at $45 000. That is consistent with the 
Redress scheme and again, it does not compensate these people for what they experienced, but the amount of the 
cap has been set at $45 000. 

The evidence they presented to the Redress process will be taken into account, so it is not necessary for them to 
go right through that. The Department for Communities, which will oversee this scheme, is developing the 
protocols for how it will conduct it, but it certainly does not intend to drag people through another Redress-type 
process. The structure of the payments will be variable, but it will not be the type 4 category that was used in 
Redress, so there will be greater flexibility in that. 

Again, I apologise to the victims of the abuse that took place in Katanning; it was a state government institution 
and I acknowledge that. That is recognised by the government and in the Blaxell report. These are ex gratia 
payments, made in good faith; they do not compensate for the abuse of children and no-one has ever suggested 
that they do. I hope—I have spoken to a couple of the people, at least—it does bring some sense of closure, and 
for a number of them there will be further ex gratia payments. 

Can I finally say that, unlike the original version of Redress, if people receive an ex gratia payment, there is no 
limitation on them proceeding to seek civil damages, so there is no caveat attached to that.  
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